School is ...

A book about the evolution of
school-from a different
perspective.
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What are your hopes for the future of schools
in today's society? Is it to give the children
enough intellect to succeed in society?
Enough to make themselves financially
stable? Socially profitable? Brilliant and
gracious? The list goes on, but the real
question is- What exactly is School? I'm
interested in finding out what this question
means from the perspective of the experts
and educators, the kindergartners and the
college seniors.

So | researched and then | asked. This is what
| found.



school |sko-1| |skul]

verb

noun

1. an institution for educating
children. e

n a particular
skill or activity.

2. any institution a
instruction is given in a particular
di ine.

%

3. a group of people, pe
writers, artists, or philosophers,
sharing the same or similar ideas,
methods, or style.
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According to current brochures from What do the

public and independent schools in

California, the educational system seeks students think?
to produce students who will become

“corfident, eager, and self-motivated learners” and “responsible and
independent thinkers™ who will “love learning and value knowledge,” who will
be “open- minded and compassionate” and “fulfill their creative potential,
who will gain “competence, self-reliance and self-knowledge,” and who will
display “self-assurance, curiosity, responsibility, independence, and
teamwork.”

It's great to have high expectations of schooling and positive aims for
education as a whole; but saying or printing it one million times

won't make it happen. We have to look deeper into the minds of those who are
experiencing it.

What does school mean to you?




Education is appropriately regarded

. as a tool that sets people up to do

something in life.
Part of what we

acquire as
education
happens as a
result of our
experiences in
school.

" We go to school because we
need to learn and because
we need to act like an
appropriate person so your
parents don't always have
to tell you what to do. 1

- Chessa Deweese, 5 years and 7 months
old, Kindergarten




M\ A majority of students and educators
-9 agree that school is a place to "learn”

and "grow". Kids admit that they learn
most of their social skills by
experiences in school, but many still
complain that their anti-school
attitudes come from a curriculum that
is difficult to keep up with.

Cyntia Juarez attends a third grade
classroom in a low-income
neighborhood everyday. She is
marked a special education student,
but is still expected to complete the
same assignments and score in a close
percentile to the proficient students in
her class.

"School is learning. But
[ don't really like it. It's
too hard for me."

- Cyntia Juarez, 9-years old, third grade.
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On the other hand, students who are doing proficient in
school find it "fun" and were happy to talk about it. | found
that the educational experiences of failing and proficient
children, as well as those in-between, can be drastically
different. One is negatively affected while the other benefits.
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If the main goal of schools is to be a place where everyone It's fun>
benefits, teachers and the system alike we are
need to adapt new styles for .
schooling different learners. learmng
Cyntiais a thlrd grader who to get
endures serious struggles
everyday, but there are smarter.”
many others out there, of ~Anahi Rodriguez, 9-years

old, third grade.
every age. The change needs

to begin in the earliest years of schooling.



